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Tina Marie Bond
elected NYTHA

President!

Letter from the

President

Dear Members,

I am honored to have been elected as the
President of the New York Thoroughbred
Horsemen’s Association, the largest
horsemen’s group in the country.  I thank
you for your vote, and I promise to lead
us into the future in a very active role.  

We had our first Zoom board meeting on
December 29, 2023, and our first in-
person board meeting on January 10,
2024, and both meetings had 100-
percent participation. We have a great
Board with many new members.  I am
thrilled to have a very active Board. 
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Updates from our non-profit partners and things to keep in mind when
racing in New York.

In this newsletter you will find:
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Tina Marie Bond

Andy Belfiore joined NYTHA on January 7,
2024, as our Executive Director.  It is great
to have her back with us.  Andy and I had
meetings with many of the NYRA
executives in January to introduce both of
us to them.  We are pleased to report that
the meetings went very well, and we will
work together with NYRA for the
betterment of the horses and for our
members. We will have our first Zoom for
our members with the NYRA executive
team in early March.

The New Belmont Project is underway with
the construction of the tunnels.  The
abatement has begun.  This is a huge
project but such an exciting one.  When
completed, Belmont will be the best in the
country with the most up-to-date facility
in the United States.  

We have put a Suggestion Box in the
clockers’ stand at Belmont.  Please submit
your suggestions and concerns.  We will
collect your feedback every few days and
will do our best to address the issues and
see if we can implement your suggestions. 
Abigail Klima will be in the clockers’ stand
a few mornings a week.  You can speak to
her directly about your suggestions and
she will get them to us right away. 

The weather has been a bit tough in
January and caused two days of
cancellations. We worked with NYRA to
bring back February 29 as a race day.
Let’s hope the groundhog is right and
Spring is right around the corner.

We are looking to establish a Task
Force Committee that would consist of
representatives of NYRA, NYTHA, and
the jockeys to meet the day before we
are supposed to get bad weather to
determine if we should cancel early on
the morning of the affected race day,
before Lasix is given. 

We felt that it would be very useful to
have trainers let us know if they are
seeing injury trends with their horses. 
We are working to see what these
issues might tell us.  Trainers can
always email us their concerns.  We
have also engaged practicing vets and
NYRA’s veterinary team. They will
inform us of any patterns of injuries
that they are seeing, and we will keep
them in the loop with trainers’
concerns.  
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I attended the Winter Gala for Senate
Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins
on Monday, January 29, 2024. We had a
great introduction and a wonderful
conversation.

I spent Tuesday, January 30, in Albany
meeting with many of our
representatives:

Assemblywoman Michaelle Solages --
Belmont is in her district
Assemblywoman. Stacey Pheffer-Amato –
Aqueduct is in her district
Assemblywoman Carrie Woerner – Saratoga
is in her district
Senator Joseph Addabbo – Chairman of
Racing, Gaming and Wagering
Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-
Cousins and staff
The NYS Gaming Commission – Rob Williams,
Ron Ochrym, Sara Klein

All of the meetings went very well. I look
forward to working with them during my
tenure as President.

It has been a whirlwind first month, but
very productive. I pledge to keep you
informed as we add to the NYTHA Board’s
agenda.

Again, thank you for your support, and
let’s all pull together to make New York
the best place to work and to race in the
country.

Sincerely,

Tina Marie Bond
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COMMENTS?
SUGGESTIONS?

We would love to hear from you!

NYTHA has installed a suggestion
box in the clockers’ stand at
Belmont. 

Feel free to drop a slip, or email
membershipservices@nytha.com
with your comments, questions,
or concerns.

mailto:membershipservices@nytha.com


Belfiore Rejoins NYTHA

Belmont Tickets...

NYTHA Members will have early
access to purchase tickets for the
Belmont Stakes Festival at Saratoga!
Check your inbox this week for
details.

Click HERE for the Festival stakes
schedule.
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Andy Belfiore has rejoined the New York
Thoroughbred Horsemen's Association as
its executive director.

Belfiore started her career in racing on the
backstretch at Belmont Park, working as a
hotwalker, groom and exercise rider,
before joining the Rick Violette stable as
assistant trainer. After six years as
Violette's assistant, she moved to the
frontside at the track, and spent five years
in the communications and marketing
departments at the New York Racing
Association.

Belfiore left NYRA in 1993 to take the post
as editor in chief at the Thoroughbred
Daily News. During her tenure, the TDN
grew from a four-page publication with
just a few hundred subscribers to a leader
in the Thoroughbred industry. Named
Director of Communications for NYTHA in
December, 2011, and Executive Director in
September, 2015, she was instrumental in
the creation of the TAKE2 and TAKE THE
LEAD Programs.

She returns to New York after serving as
Executive Director of the Florida
Thoroughbred Horsemen's Association for
two years.

“This is an exciting time to be a part of the
racing industry in New York,” said Belfiore.
“I thank the NYTHA Board and President
Tina Bond for the opportunity.

@NewYorkTHA

https://nytha.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/2024-Race-Dates-UPDATED.pdf
https://www.belmontstakes.com/racing/bsrf-stakes-schedule


In January, Nancy Underwood was appointed
Executive Director of the Backstretch
Employee Service Team (BEST). Underwood
succeeds Paul Ruchames, who retired in
December after 14 years leading the
organization.

Founded in 1989, BEST is a nonprofit
organization devoted to supporting the
health and well-being of the backstretch
community living and working at Saratoga
Race Course and Belmont Park. BEST
provides on-site counseling and primary
healthcare services, access to health
insurance, and case management
assistance.​ 

Much of this work is accomplished by the
dedicated BEST staff located at Belmont
Park and Saratoga Race Course, with
healthcare services provided by Saratoga
Hospital and Northwell Health.

Previously, Underwood directed BEST’s
efforts at Saratoga Race Course since 2014.
During that period, BEST significantly
expanded its presence and impact for the
backstretch community living and working at
Saratoga from April-November each year. In
2023, BEST opened a new, modern health
care clinic on the Oklahoma side of Saratoga
Race Course.

Nancy Underwood named
Executive Director of the
Backstretch Employee 

Service Team (BEST)

Funded by philanthropist John
Hendrickson in memory of his late wife,
Marylou Whitney, and Saratoga Hospital,
the Saratoga Backstretch Healthcare
Clinic is a state of the art facility with six
examination rooms, a lab for blood work
and space for staff, education and on-
site insurance specialists.

“BEST is successful because of the
dedication of our staff, volunteers and
healthcare providers,” said Underwood. “I
am honored for the opportunity to lead
this organization at a time when the
future of thoroughbred racing in New
York State is so bright. I thank the BEST
Board of Directors for their commitment
to advancing our mission in the years
ahead.”

Under Underwood’s leadership, BEST in
Saratoga has greatly expanded access to
a variety of educational and support
services, while continuing to strengthen
the organization’s role both inside and
outside the gates of Saratoga Race
Course. 

Ruchames served as BEST Executive
Director for 14 years, during which it
emerged as one of the country’s premier
providers of health and social services for
backstretch workers in the U.S.
Ruchames was critical to the
development of the primary care clinics
at Belmont Park and Saratoga Race
Course, and led the effort to secure
official accreditation by the New York
State Office of Addiction Services and
Supports (OASAS). 

For additional information about BEST,
please visit bestbackstretch.org
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https://www.bestbackstretch.org/


REMINDER: NYRA has added a live racing day 
on Thursday, February 29,  to make up for the 

weather cancellations in January.
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Attention NYTHA Trainers:

NYTHA will be hosting a Labor Law
webinar on Tuesday, February 27.

Ben Wilkinson, an attorney with Barclay
Damon, will make the presentation and
be available for questions afterward. 

Among the topics that will be covered:

record-keeping
split shifts (NY-specific)
minimum wage
employing freelancers/independent
contractors
handling of bonuses
payroll best practices
dealing with wage and hour audits

This webinar will count towards
Continuing Education credits.

Registration details will be emailed this
week.


