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Will Alempijevic                                                                   May 29, 2020 
NYTHA Executive Director                            
 

Trainer's Resource - Reopening of Belmont Park Live Racing -
Jockey Protocols
 

The following are the recently adopted Protocols for Jockeys.
We will forward additional protocols regarding the reopening of
Belmont Park live racing as they become available.

Belmont Park Jockeys & Jocks Room Operation

Jockeys

To ride, all jockeys must possess a negative COVID-
19 test within 5 days prior to June 3, 2020 or a positive
antibody test. Documentation of testing must be
presented to the SVP of Racing in advance of arrival. A
second round of COVID-19 testing will be required upon
the direction of the SVP Racing.
 
All jockeys will be required to enter through the
clubhouse entrance. Each jockey will be screened by
medical staff daily.  This screening will consist of a
temperature reading and medical questioning.
 
Jockeys will not be allowed access to the barn area in
the morning. If a jockey works a horse in the morning,
said horse shall be brought to the paddock where the
jockey may mount and then proceed to work the horse.
Work over the main track is preferred, however,
permission may be granted for a horse to work on the
training track provided the horse and jockey leaves and
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returns to the paddock.
 
Social distancing will be enforced in the paddock.
 
To better provide proper social distancing, the jockey
station(s) located at Belmont will be spread to several
additional areas in the basement area. There will be 12
stations in the main jockeys’ room.  Female jockey space
shall be expanded to accommodate additional female
jockeys when necessary.
 
The sauna and hot box/steam room will be closed until
further notice.
 
The shower and restroom areas will remain open, but
social distancing will be enforced. These areas shall be
sanitized throughout the day.
 
Out of town jockeys will be permitted to ride at Belmont
Park. They will, however, be isolated in an area separate
from the Belmont Park jockeys’ colony.
 

To ride in a stakes race, out of town jockeys must
have a negative COVID-19 test no earlier than 5
days prior to their mount or present a positive
antibody test. Documentation of testing must be
presented to the SVP Racing in advance of arrival.
To ride in a non-stakes race, out of town jockeys
must have a negative COVID-19 test no earlier
than 5 days prior to their mount or present a
positive antibody test. The out of town jockey will
not be required to undertake additional testing, so
long as they do not ride at a different racetrack.
 

Members of the Belmont Park jockey colony travelling
overseas will be required to serve a 14-day quarantine
upon return, unless federal government officials relax the
quarantine requirement.
 

The jockey shall possess a negative COVID-19
test or a positive antibody test taken after return
before being permitted to ride at Belmont Park
again. Must be given to SVP Racing.
 

NYRA jockeys travelling to other states to ride must have
a new negative COVID-19 test or possess positive
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antibody test before they can enter back into the Belmont
Park jockeys’ room.
 

Until test results have been returned, the jockey
shall be separated and held with out of town riders.
Results must be given to SVP Racing.
 

PPE masks shall be worn by each jockey when in the
paddock, on gallop, upon dismount at the grandstand
and when in the winner’s circle.
 

A mask, which shall cover the mouth and the nose,
may be lowered during the conduct of the race.

Valets

All valets shall possess a negative COVID-19 test within
5 days prior to June 3, 2020 or a positive antibody test.
Documentation of testing must be presented to the SVP
Racing in advance of arrival.
 
All valets will be required to enter through the clubhouse
entrance. Each will be screened by medical staff daily. 
This screening will consist of a temperature reading and
medical questioning.
 
All valets shall be provided PPE by NYRA and shall
always be required to wear mask while on racetrack
grounds.
 
All jockey’s equipment shall be cleaned or sanitized
following each race.
 
Valet stations will be spread to several additional areas in
the basement area.
 
All valets shall respect social distancing practice.
 
Upon return to the Jockey’s room following the saddling
of a horse, valets are required to change their PPE
gloves and sanitize their hands.

Miscellaneous Jocks Room Protocols and Practices

All people detailed to or servicing the jocks room shall be
equipped with PPE and shall utilize same when within
the room.
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The cafeteria in the jocks room is closed until further
notice.
 
The lounge area/television/exercise area has been
converted to valet stations.
 
Absolutely no outside visitors will be allowed in the jocks
room area.
 
PPE-equipped Security will be assigned to the jocks
room to enforce protocols.
 
A dedicated cleaning person has been assigned to the
jocks room for service throughout the day.
 
An outside professional cleaning service has been
retained to deep clean and sanitize the jockeys’ area
nightly.
 
A sanitizing station has been placed at the entrance to
the jocks room.  A second sanitizing station has been
placed within the room, as well.
 
All jockeys, valets and race officials shall practice social
distancing during the weigh in and weigh out process.
 
Laundry service will still be provided.
 
Colors men will be required to enter through the
clubhouse entrance. Each will be screened by medical
staff daily.  This screening will consist of a temperature
reading and medical questioning.
 
All silks shall be washed after each race.
 
A masseur/masseuse will be available for the jockeys.
They are required to enter through the clubhouse
entrance. Each will be screened by medical staff daily. 
This screening will consist of a temperature reading and
medical questioning. A masseur’s station shall be
sanitized between uses.
 
The colors men, all masseurs/masseuses and all racing
officials must possess a negative COVID-19 test within 5
days prior to June 3, 2020 or a positive antibody test.
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Documentation of testing must be presented to the SVP
Racing before they may be permitted access.
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